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Englis~405.00~ildren's Literature Fall 1997 
Dr. Ca~~ns 
Office: 315 J Coleman Hall 3 3u- :::.-:.:ro 
Hours: T and Th 1'·-1.50 aiid 5 5!::J:O. W 1:30-3:30 
and by appt. (Hours may change. If this is necessary, a 
notice will be posted on the door.) 
Phone: 581-6970 (leave a message if I'm not there.) 
Course description and objectives: An upper-level literature 
course in which we will read and discuss picture books, poetry, 
or a 1 1 i t er at u re ( i n c 1 u d in g my t h s , 1 e gen d s , f o 1 k- t a 1 es , fa b 1 es ) , 
traditional and contemporary fiction with a view toward developing 
a variety of perspectives literary, psychological, and 
social/cultural and expanding our repertoire of works for children 
to which we are capable of responding as adult readers. This is a 
content- rather than methods-oriented course. Students will read 
the equivalent of up to 100 pages of new material per day. (That's 
about 1-2 children's books per week, just to keep things in 
perspective.) Lively, intelligent discussion is essential. 
Prerequisites: Successful 
the equivalents, and 
completion of English 1001C and 1002C or 
sophomore standing. 
Texts: 
) 
S a l t z man , e d . -=-T-"'h"""e,___,R==i--'-v-=e'-'r=--s=-=-i-=d'-'e,__-=-A=n~t ""'h'""o'""'l=--o=-=g..._y_-=o'-'f'----'C=-=h-=i--=l'""'d=r=-=e=n,_'-=s 
Literature, 6th ed. 
Gr i f f i t h and F r e y , e d s . -=C-=l-=a"""'s=-=s-=i--=c'-'s'--0=-=-f--=C=h-'-'1~· =-1-=d-=r_,e'""'n=-' -=s--=L==-i -=-t-=e-=r'--'a=-=-t -=u-=r-=e , 
4th ed. 
Coerr, Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes. 
Jacques, Redwall. 
Keene, The Secret of the Old Clock. 
Lowry, The Giver. 
Tolkien, The Hobbit. 
Grading: Unless otherwise specified in class, your grading will be 
based upon: 
Four papers on assigned topics, 3-4 pages each, worth 25 
points each 
A mid-term exam worth 25 points 
A comprehensive final exam worth 50 points 
A 10-15 minute oral report worth 25 points 
Attendance and substantive participation 30 points 
Quizzes if given, exercises, shorter writings, and other 
assignments 40 points 
Work in small groups 30 points 
Total 300 points--275-300 points = A, 249-274 = B, 
215-248 = C, 190-215 = D, below 190 = F 
PLEASE NOTE: In order to receive a passing grade, you must 
complete all major assignments. Each assignment does something 
specific, and if you have not completed each, you have not 
completed the course. Point totals used in figuring class averages 
may be redistributed if necessary. Any such redistribution will be 
announced in class and will apply to all members of the class. 
THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THIS COURSE: 
Some basic assumptions of the course: 
Books for children always reflect the society that produces 
them. 
Books for children have always been agents for transmitting 
cultural values, customs, etc. 
"Children's books" as a separate classification are a function 
of publishing and marketing concerns. The classification 
"children's books" does not necessarily ref le ct either 
what children read or what writers write. 
Some ground rules for class discussion: 
-We agree to share our thoughts and experiences freely. 
When someone else is speaking, we agree to listen. 
-We may not necessarily agree with a person, but we 
respect that person's right to their own thoughts 
experiences. 
wi 11 
and 
-We recognize that each of us speaks out of our own 
experiences, and that what we think is sometimes based on 
incomplete or mistaken information. Each of us will 
probably be wrong about some things, and misinformed 
about some others. We accept responsibility for obtaining the 
most accurate and complete information we can and revising our 
judgements when necessary. 
-We accept responsibility for teaching each other. 
-We agree to familiarize ourselves with basic reference 
sources in the field of children's literature and to use them 
carefully both in discussion and in writing. 
-We agree to read carefully, think critically, and discuss 
thoughtfully, and to pass our insights on to others. 
-We agree that if any member of the cl~ss wishes to contribute 
something to discussion, but wishes it to remain within 
the group, it wi 11 . 
Responsibilities and policies: 
As stated above, you must turn in ALL assigned writing to pass 
the course, as well as accumulating sufficient point totals. 
Your written work needs to be available as specified on the 
syllabus or assignment sheet. Late papers will be penalized. 
Class discussion and attendance points cannot be made up. Nor 
can reading quizzes, if given, or discussion-prep writing, as the 
sole purpose of these is to assure readiness for the discussion 
that follows. If you're not here for the discussion, the quiz is 
pointless. 
Plagiarism--using the thoughts or words of another without 
giving proper credit--is a serious offense. Any plagiarizing or 
other academic dishonesty will result in an F for the assignment, 
wi 11 most 1 ike ly result in an F for the course, and wi 11 be 
reported to Judicial Board. If you have not yet learned what 
plagiarism and academic dishonesty are, learn at once. 
Course assignments: 
You will receive an outline of assignments and due dates. Please 
keep up with it unless otherwise instructed, even if we are 
discussing something different in class. 
Students with disabilities: 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodation, please contact the coordinator of disability 
services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Guidelines for paper preparation: 
If an assignment is given to prepare questions or a draft, it 
is NOT optional, but must be done and ready to hand in or present 
in class by the due date. 
Papers should be typed and formatted as follows: 
Standard size, plain white bond paper. 
No cover, binder, or folder. 
No title page. Your FULL name, course and section number, 
and the date in a three-line heading TYPED single-
spaced in the upper right corner of the first page. 
One-inch margins. 
Title centered, three spaces below heading. 
Text beginning three spaces below title. Double space text. 
Fastened with single staple or paper clip in upper left-
hand corner BEFORE you come to class 
Please Note: Every effort has been made to spell policies out 
clearly. Some changes will, of course, occur in the normal course 
of the semester. These may include changes in point distribution. 
If these occur, they will apply to all members of the class. An 
announcement in class will be considered sufficient notice of such 
changes. Any additional handouts you receive should be considered 
part of this policy statement. Remaining in the course after these 
policies have been discussed and clarified signals that you have 
accepted them and agree to abide by them. 
